








2. Weights were then computed for the Senior Survey follow-up data by dividing the number of
respondents in each Senior Survey in-school cell by the corresponding Senior Survey follow-up cell.
For example, in the Senior Survey in-school survey, there were 1,030 respondents who were male,
had participated in a college preparatory program, and had planned to attend a four-year college.
Of these, 756 responded to the Senior Survey follow-up questionnaire. The weight was computed
as follows:

1,030 + 756 = 1.362

Weights were computed for each cell as shown in the tables below.

MALES
COLLEGE PREP OTHER

In- Follow- In- Follow-
PLANS School Up Weight | School Up Weight
4-yr. College 1,030 + 756 = 1.362 567 + 377 = 1.504
2-yr. College 44 * 25 =  1.760 147 * 99 = 1485
2-yr. Transfer 35 + 25 = 1400 67 + 35 = 1914
Post Grad Program 10 + 7 = 1.429 11 + 3 = 3.667
Vocational/Technical 11 + 5 = 2200 82 + 52 = 1577
Homemaker 0 + 0 = N/A 10 + 4 = 2500
Full-Time Job 46 + 25 = 1.840 353 + 182 = 1.940
Apprenticeship 3 + 1 = 3.000 21 + 10 = 2100
Military 20 * 12 = 1.667 75 * 41 = 1.829
Take Time Off 50 + 33 = 1515 140 + 71 = 1972
Don't Know 26 + 16 = 1625 257 + 122 = 2107
TOTAL 1,275 905 1,730 996

FEMALES
COLLEGE PREP OTHER

In- Follow- In- Follow-
PLANS School Up Weight | School Up Weight
4-yr. College 1444 + 1124 = 1285 629 + 434 = 1.449
2-yr. College 52 + 41 = 1.268 142 + 85 = 1.671
2-yr. Transfer 37 + 28 = 1.321 64 + 34 = 1.882
Post Grad Program 0 + 0 = N/A 3 + 1 = 3.000
Vocational/Technical 17 + 11 = 1.545 70 * 42 = 1.667
Homemaker 2 + 2 =  1.000 3 * 3 = 1.000
Full-Time Job 36 + 17 = 2118 203 + 110 =  1.845
Apprenticeship 3 + 0 = N/A 4 + 1 = 4.000
Military 5 + 2 = 2500 15 * 8 = 1.875
Take Time Off 74 + 43 = 1.721 119 + 59 = 2017
Don't Know 34 + 18 =  1.889 144 * 68 = 2118
TOTAL 1,704 1,286 1,396 845




The Senior Survey in-school file and the Senior Survey follow-up file were subsequently
- matched by the student ID number. The students who completed both surveys were
separated into a new file. The weights on the previous page were then applied by case for
each question in the new file using the SPSS weighting procedure. Frequencies were run to
verify that the frequency distributions for the Senior Survey weighted follow-up cohort now
simulated that of the entire Senior Survey in-school cohort as illustrated in the following tables.

GENDER

IN-SCHOOL WEIGHTED FOLLOW-UP
GENDER # % # %
Male 3,005 49.2% 3,005 49.2%
Female 3,100 50.8% 3,097 50.8%
TOTAL 6,105 100.0% 6,102 - 100.0%

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

IN-SCHOOL WEIGHTED FOLLOW-UP
H.S. PROGRAM # % # %
College Prep 2,979 48.8% 2,976 48.8%
Vocational 476 7.8% 509 8.3%
General 2,650 43.4% 2,617 42.9%
TOTAL 6,105 100.0% 6,102 100.0%

STUDENTS’ PLANS

IN-SCHOOL WEIGHTED FOLLOW-UP
STUDENTS' PLANS # % # %
4-yr. College 3,670 60.1% 3,670 60.1%
2-yr. College 385 6.3% 385 6.3%
2 yr. Transfer 203 3.3% 203 3.3%
Post Grad Program 24 0.4% 24 0.4%
Vocational/Technical 180 2.9% 180 3.0%
Homemaker 15 0.2% 15 0.2%
Full-Time Job 638 10.5% 638 10.5%
Apprenticeship 31 0.5% 28 0.5%
Military 115 1.9% 115 1.9%
Take Time Off 383 6.3% 383 6.3%
Don't Know 461 7.6% 461 7.6%
TOTAL 6,105 100.0% 6,102 100.0%

Upon comparison with Senior Survey in-school frequency distributions, the frequencies from
the weighted Senior Survey follow-up file were deemed to be representative of the entire
senior population in the Class of 2005.




APPENDIX C:
Survey Questionnaire



CENTERPERF — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — =

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE SURVEY
Actual Activities After High School: Class of 2005

sM TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL HIGH
P4 SCHOOL GRADUATES
Please mark the activities that best describe what you

’. did/plan to do during the time periods listed below.

For example, if you had a part-time job and took one college
course, mark both part-time student and part-time work.

FALL SPRING FALL
YOUR ACTIVITIES 2005 2006 2006

a. Full-time student
(12 or more credit hours)

A Part-time student
(Less than 12 credit hours)

@ Registered apprenticeship

d Work(ed) full-time
(35 or more hours per week)

e Work(ed) part-time
(Less than 35 hours per week)

¢~ Military service
9. Full-time homemaker

4. Took time off
(Waiting to go to a
postsecondary institution)

2 Unemployed
(Seeking employment)

7 Unemployed
(Not seeking employment)

2 What is the highest level of education you plan to complete?

High school diploma

Certificate

Apprenticeship

Associate’s Degree (2 years)
Bachelor’'s Degree (4/5 years)
Master’s Degree

Doctorate or professional degree
Undecided

Other

10.
n.

z.
5.
4.
5.

l6.

Please rate how much you agree with each of the following

statements about your high school.

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Agree

Strongly Agree

My school provided me with a good education.
My school provided me with the guidance |
needed to reach my goals and plan for my
future.

My teachers cared about me as an individual.

My school helped me learn the skills | needed to
be successful in work or postsecondary school.

My school helped me learn the skills |
needed to be successful in everyday life.

Please rate how important the following factors were in
preparing you for life after high school.

Not Important

Somewhat Important

Very Important

Academic course work

Vocational/technical course work

Extracurricular activities (sports, drama, band, etc.)
After school or weekend jobs
Guidance/Counseling services

Community-based learning

Friends and family

Other:

FOR VSAC
USE ONLY

Which of the factors listed in Questions 8—15 was the
most important factor in preparing you for life after
high school? (Please mark only one response.)

8 10 12 14
9 11 13 15

SERIAL



7.

l§.

9.

20.

el

ze.

2s.

OCCUPATION/WORK EXPERIENCE

If you are currently employed, what is your occupation?

FOR VSAC
USE ONLY

What occupation would you like to have four or five years
from now?

R olololololololalolo
DODDODEOO®D® D
USEONLY 000000000 ®®

If you were enrolled in a vocational-technical program during
high school, is your current occupation related to your
vocational-technical program?

) Yes

O No

O I was not enrolled in a vocational-technical program
during high school.

If you are currently employed, how many hours a week
are you working?
O 1-10 hours

O 11-20 hours
O 21-30 hours

O 31-40 hours
O 41+ hours

If you are currently employed, what is your hourly wage?

$11.01 to $12.00
$12.01 to $13.00
$13.01 to $14.00
$14.01 to $15.00
More than $15.00

O  Less than minimum wage
Minimum wage ($7.25)
$7.26 to $8.00

$8.01 to $9.00

$9.01 to $10.00

O $10.01to $11.00

00000

(@)
(@)
(@)
(@)

If you are currently employed, which of the benefits listed
below does your job provide? (Please mark all that apply.)

Medical insurance

Dental insurance

Paid vacation

Paid sick days

Retirement savings or pension plan
| don’t receive any benefits

000000

Please mark all of the following agencies or services
you have used to help locate and obtain employment.

Vocational Rehabilitation

VT Department of Labor

Private agencies

Supported Employment (e.g., Transition | or Il, Project
Hire, Employment Associates, etc.)

High School/Technical Center

Other:

00 0000

4.

2s.

FUTURE PLANS IN VERMONT

Do you plan to work and live in Vermont five years from

Definitely yes
O Probably yes
(O  Definitely no
O Probably no
O ldon't know

If you answered “definitely no” or “probably no” to Question
24, please mark all of the following responses that describe
why you do not plan to work and live in Vermont.

| want to experience a different environment.

| want to be closer to family/friends who live out-of-state.
| have a job out-of-state.

| don't like the weather.

There are more job opportunities out-of-state.

| can make more money out-of-state.

The quality of life is better out-of-state.

Other:

00000000

FOR VSAC
USEONLY @ @ @ @ @ @ @ (@ @ 0

Please complete either SECTION B or SECTION C based on the following instructions.
Do NOT complete both sections.

@® |[f you WERE NOT enrolled in a postsecondary o
institution full or part-time DURING THE FALL OF
2005, please complete SECTION B on page 3.

If you WERE enrolled in a postsecondary institution
full or part-time DURING THE FALL OF 2005, please
complete SECTION C on page 4.




Please complete this section if you WERE NOT enrolled in a postsecondary institution full or

sw part-time DURING THE FALL OF 2005.

If you answer this section of the survey, DO NOT answer SECTION C.

Which of the following best describes you in regard to
26, completing an application to a postsecondary institution
for the fall of 2005?

O I never considered applying.

(O | considered applying but didn’t.

| applied, but decided to defer enrollment.
O lapplied, but decided not to go.

REASONS FOR NOT CONTINUING YOUR EDUCATION IN THE FALL OF 2005

() Please rate how important the following reasons were in your
decision not to continue your education in the fall of 2005.

Not Important

Somewhat Important

Very Important \L
27, | needed a break from school. (@) (o))
28. | wanted to work to support myself. OO0
29. | needed to work to support myself. o))
50. | participated in a registered apprenticeship. oo
3!, | had to care for or support my child and/or spouse. (@) (-) )]
32. 1don't need to continue my education to get the job | (&) (o] ()

want.

55, | can always continue my education in the future. (@) (@) (@)
54. | wanted to join the military. oo )
55, | wanted to travel. oo
56. High school did not prepare me well. oo (e)
37. | was unsure of my academic goals/plans. (@) (@) (@)
58, | was not mature enough. OO0
39. | wanted to defer my educational plans. (@) (@) (@)
0. | couldn't afford to continue my education. OloIo

AFFORDABILITY

If you marked Question 40 as an important reason, which

40@, of the reasons listed below was the most important reason
you could not afford to continue your education in the fall
of 2005? (Please mark only one response.)

O My parent(s) couldn’t contribute enough money towards
my education.

My parent(s) wouldn’t help me financially.

| couldn’t contribute enough money towards my education.
| applied for financial aid and didn’t receive enough.

| didn’t want to assume the loan debt necessary to
continue my education.

Other:

0 0000

If there was another important reason in your decision
¢7, not to continue your education in the fall of 2005,
please specify:

- DDODEO®DE®D @D
FOR VSAC @ DDDDDOED®D D
USE ONEYEE DODDE®D® DM

DDDD®®®D® DD

Which of the factors listed in Questions 27-41 was the
¢2, most important reason for not continuing your education
in the fall of 2005? (Please mark only one response.)

o 27 O 30 © 33 O 36 O 39
o 28 O 31 O 34 O 37 O 40
o 29 O 32 © 35 © 38 O M

If you wanted to continue your education but couldn’t,
45 . which of the factors listed below was the most important
factor that would have made continuing your education
possible (other than financial support)?
(Please mark only one response.)
Transportation
Child care
Academic support to assist me with course work
More information and assistance at my high school
Better preparation at my high school
Being able to work and attend school at the same time
Other:

0000000

FUTURE EDUCATIONAL PLANS

Do you have plans to continue your education in the
¢4, future?

) No

O Undecided 4¢ When do you plan to
a.

O Yes continue? (Please mark
only one response in each
category.)

If yes,
when? Semester:

O Fall O Spring O Undecided

If yes,
why?

Year:

(D 2006 D 2007 O 2008
) Undecided

What is the most important reason why you plan to
M, continue? (Please mark only one response.)

(O Itook the break that | needed/wanted.

O Irealize that | need to continue my education to get the
job | want.

O | feel more sure of my career/academic goals.

(O | am better prepared to meet the academic challenges.

| took the deferral that | wanted.

O Ifeel like | will be able to afford my education.

O Other

FOR VSAC
USEONLY @ @ @ @ @ @ @ (@ @ 0

If you plan to continue your education in the fall of 2006,
¢5. please complete the following.

School:
State:

Major:

Major Length: (O 4yr/5yr (O 2yr O 1yr O Other

OOOOLEE®DOEOE®

@D @®

SCHOOL DODDODEE®D®®
FOR DODODEOO®D®D
VSAC o aTE DODDDEOE®DOD
USE DODDODOO®D®D

ONLY
OOOOLEE®DOEOE®

OOOOLEE®OOE®
© D
OOOOELEE®OO®®

MAJOR

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY.
PLEASE ENCLOSE YOUR SURVEY IN THE PRE-ADDRESSED
STAMPED ENVELOPE AND SEND IT TO VSAC.



Please complete this section if you WERE enrolled in a postsecondary institution full or

If you answer this section of the survey, DO NOT answer SECTION B.

| [l

|

— se/‘ﬂéw part-time DURING THE FALL OF 2005.
|

|

|

|

: ¢6 Please complete the following for the fall of 2005.

_— ’

mm School

|

mm State

|

== Major

|

mm Major Length: (O 4yr/5yr O 2yr O 1yr O  Other

OOOOLEE®DOEOE®

SCHOOL

OOOOLEE®OOE®
© D ©®O®®

FOR

OOOOELEE®OO®®

VSAC
STATE

OOOOLEE®OOE®

USE

OOOOLEE®DOEO®®

ONLY

OOOOLEE®DOEOE®

MAJOR

OOOOLEE®OOE®

OOOOLEE®DOEOE®

© D OOEEOO®®

47,

Have you had, or do you feel you will need, any special
tutoring or remedial work in any of the following subjects?
(Please mark all that apply.)

Have
Had

4.

25.

56.

Which of the following, if any, did you use to pay for the

remainder of your first year (i.e., after subtracting the

financial aid offers listed in Question 52)? (Please mark all

that apply.)

Parent Loans (Federal PLUS)
Savings

Credit Cards

Gifts

Other:

00000

FORVSAC OO ®®® ® @ ® @ @
USEONLY @ @ @ @ @ @ 0 @@ @ @0

If you were employed during the fall semester, how
many hours a week did you work?

O 1-10 hours O 31-40 hours
O 11-20 hours O 41+ hours
O 21-30 hours

If you were enrolled in a vocational-technical program

during high school, are you pursuing postsecondary

education or training that is related to your

vocational-technical program?

) Yes

) No

O I was not enrolled in a vocational-technical program
during high school.

English (@) (@)
Reading O (@)
Mathematics O O ) If you did not return to school in the spring of 2006, or do not
Social Studies O O plan to attend in the fall of 2006, please indicate the most
Science (@) (@) important reason:
Foreign Language O O .
o Spring Fall
W nling o o 2006 2006
57. | will have/had graduated from school. (@) (@)
FINANCIAL AID AT YOUR POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION 55 | need(ed) a break from school. O O
Y N 59. | can't/couldn't afford to continue my education. (@)
fes  To 60. | am/was dissatisfied with school. O O
48, Was either financial aid or the cost of attending a o O 6l. My school grade point average is/was too low. (@) (@)
significant factor in your decision to enroll at this 62. | am/was unsure of my academic goals. O O
institution? 65. | want(ed) to work for experience. (@) (@)
== #9,  Did you apply for need-based financial aid? o O 64. Other: (@) (@)
=m 50, Were you offered need-based financial aid? o O
mm 5/, Were you offered a non-need-based scholarship in o O
— recognition of your athletic, musical, artistic, or
-— academic talent?
== 52, Did your financial aid package include:
— Pell Grant? o O
— Other grants or scholarships? o O
— One or more student loans? o O THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS SURVEY.
- A work package or campus job? & © | PLEASE ENCLOSE YOUR SURVEY IN THE PRE-ADDRESSED
— STAMPED ENVELOPE AND SEND IT TO VSAC.
- After subtracting the financial aid offers listed in Question 52,
— 53 , if any, please rate the cost of attending this institution from
- Very Low to Very High.
]
— @ @®®
] .
- Very Low Very High
]
L Mark Reflex® forms by NCS Pearson EW-213535-6:654321 HR04  Printed in U.S.A.
]
- PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA
— [@elololclolololololclolololololc]olololololele) SERIAL
|
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